[Studies on the foramen vesalius in the Japanese juvenile and adult skulls].
Foramen Vesalius is known to be an inconstant foramen, which appears in the anteriomedial side of the foramen ovale. The foramen Vesalius is classified into the open type and the closed type. We studied the frequencies and the types of foramen Vesalius in Japanese by examining 20 juvenile skulls from 3 months to 8 years old and 400 adult skulls from 18 to 91 years old. Of the 20 juvenile skulls, 11 skulls (55.00%) had foramen Vesalius. Of the 400 adult skulls, 87 skulls (21.75%) had foramen Vesalius; 69 (21.50%) in 321 male and 18 (22.78%) in 79 female skulls. No remarkable differences were observed in the ratio between the male and the female, and between the left side and the right side. Among the 69 adult male skulls, the foramen Vesalius was bilateral in 52 skulls (75.36%) and unilateral in 17 (24.64%); among the 18 adult female skulls, it was bilateral in 13 (72.22%) and unilateral in 5 (27.78%). The ratio of the closed type was slightly higher than that of the open type in both sexes and in both sides; however, no remarkable differences were observed. The skulls with one foramen Vesalius were most frequent; those with two followed it and those with 3 foramen Vesalius were least frequent. No remarkable differences were observed in the number of foramen Vesalius between the sexes and the sides.